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Trappe, to leave no doubt upon the matter. D. Fran-
qois Gervaise, utterly prostrated, resigned his office,
and left La Trappe. Yet, even after this, he had the
hardihood to show himself in the world, and to try
and work himself into the favour of Pere la Chaise.
A discovery that was made, effectually stopped short
his hopes in this direction. A letter of his was found,
written to a nun with whom he had been intimate,
whom he loved, and by whom he was passionately
loved. It was a tissue of filthiness and stark inde-
cency, enough to make the most abandoned tremble.
The pleasures, the regrets, the desires, the hopes of
this precious pair, were all expressed in the boldest
language, and with the utmost licence. I believe that
so many abominations are not uttered in several days,
even in the worst places. For this offence Gervaise
might have been confined in a dungeon all his life, but
he was allowed to go at large. He wandered from
monastery to monastery for five or six years, and al-
ways caused so much disorder wherever he stopped,
that at last the superiors thought it best to let him live
as he liked in a curacy of his brother's. He never
ceased troubling La Trappe, to which he wished to
return; so that at last I obtained a lettre de cachet,
which prohibited him from approaching within thirty
leagues of the abbey, and within twenty of Paris. It
was I who made known to him that his abominations
had been discovered. He was in no way disturbed,
declared he was glad to be free, and assured me with
the hypocrisy which never left him, that in his solitude
he was going to occupy himself in studying the Holy
Scriptures.